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2706. Mr J F Smalle (DA) to ask the Minister of Water and Sanitation:

What (a) is the total number of boreholes drilled by his department in each (i) local and (ii) district
municipality in the (aa) 2020-21 and (bb) 2021-22 financial years, (b) amount did each borehole cost
his department and (c) was the total volume of water supply added to each municipal jurisdiction?
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MINISTER OF WATER AND SANITATION

(a) The Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) does not drill and equip boreholes in local or
district municipalities. However, funding is allocated to prioritised district municipalities through the
Water Services Infrastructure Grant (WSIG), to accelerate backlog reduction and improve the
sustainability of services particularly in rural municipalities.

(aa) In the 2020-2021 financial year, the DWS allocated R 471, 794,000 to various municipalities
across the country, for the drilling and equipping of boreholes, mainly in the rural areas.

(bb) During the 2021-22 financial year the department further allocated R 537, 657, 000 towards
projects for boreholes across various municipalities.

The funding provided by the DWS to municipalities for boreholes is meant to facilitate quick
interventions where there are serious water shortages. It is also intended to ensure water availability
in those areas where it is foreseen that construction of bulk infrastructure will take a long time.

However, it should be noted that there are instances where boreholes are drilled, tested, and found
not to be viable due to the inability to yield enough water or where boreholes are operational for a
limited period before drying up. These include instances where the water tables are low due to
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inadequate rainfall which prevents groundwater recharge or where localised drought causes a decline
in groundwater available for extraction. The DWS may have in some instances funded boreholes in
municipalities, which may have not yielded sufficient water to be viable or may have provided water

for a limited period before drying up.

(b-c) The DWS can provide the details of funding transferred to municipalities for the drilling of
boreholes but is not able to indicate the total volume of water supply added to each municipal
jurisdiction through boreholes, due to the factors indicated above.

Information on municipalities that were funded by the DWS for the drilling of boreholes in each
province is indicated in the table appended as Annexure A.
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